A 59-year-old Japanese woman was diagnosed in 1998 with systemic sclerosis (SSc) 
Introduction

Systemic sclerosis (SSc) is a disease of uncertain cause that is characterized by widespread collagen deposition, resulting in tissue fibrosis (1). Cutaneous involvement can be restricted to the face and distal extremities, or it can be diffuse in nature. The prognosis for patients with diffuse cutaneous disease is generally worse because of frequent renal, cardiac and pulmonary involvement. Small bowel manifestations have been reported in up to 50% of cases (2). Patients generally present with symptoms of nausea, vomiting and abdominal bloating that may be caused by either delayed gastric emptying or small bowel hypomotility. Hypomotility from smooth muscle atrophy and fibrosis leads eventually to stasis, dilatation and pseudo-obstruction (3)
.
i c t u r e wi t h f o l d c o n v e r g e n c i e s i n t h e s e c o n d p a r t o f t h e d u o d e n u m.
F i g u r e 2 . Up p e r g a s t r o i n t e s t i n a l t r a c t X-r a y r e v e a l e d a s h o r t s e g me n t o f s mo o t h s t e n o s i s i n t h e s e c o n d p a r t o f d u o d e n u m.
 (Fig. 3) (Fig. 4A). Since that F i g u r e 3 . P h o t o mi c r o g r a p h s o f a s p e c i me n r e s e c t e d f r o m t h e d u o d e n u m. ( A) : T h e s t r i c t u r e d r e  g i o n s h o we d i n f l a mma t o r y c e l l i n f i l t r a t i o n a n d b l e e d i n g i n t h e mu c o s a a n d s u b mu c o s a . ( HE o r i g i  n a l ma g n i f i c a t i o n 2 
× ) . ( B ) : T h e mu s c u l a r i s p r o p r i a wa s r e p l a c e d e x t e n s i v e l y b y f i b r o s i s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e i n n e r c o a t ( HE o r i g i n a l ma g n i f i c a t i o n 2 × ) .
F i g u r e 4 . ( A) : E n d o s c o p i c v i e w o n e y e a r a f t e r s u r g e r y s h o we d a c i r c u l a r e r o s i o n i n t h e s e c o n d p a r t o f t h e d u o d e n u m. ( B ) : E n d o s c o p i c v i e w t h r e e y e a r s a f t e r s u r g e r y s h o we d a d u o d e n a l c i r c u l a r e r o s i o n wi t h f o l d c o n v e r g e n c i e s . T h e i n t e s t i n a l l u me n n a r r o we d g r a d u a l l y .
time, the erosion gradually narrowed, resulting in formation of a stricture by three years after the operation (Fig. 4B) . The stricture may require further treatment in the future. Esophageal dysmotility in SSc (6) leads to esophageal stricture and Barrett's esophagus (7) . Pyloric (8, 9) and colon (10) (11) (12) (13) (14) 
Discussion
SSc is a systemic disease that involves the gastrointestinal tract in as many as 90% of cases. Esophageal involvement is the most common, with reports varying from 50% to 90% (4). The small bowel is the next most common site of involvement
